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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is a response to communications filed August 15, 2008. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10-18, 20, 21, and 23 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 8, 16, 
17, and 20 are currently amended. Claims 2, 7, 9, 19, and 22 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10-18, 20, 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ring et al. (U.S. Patent No, 7,080,104, hereinafter Ring), in view of 
Caughey (U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0158860), in further view of Multer et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,007,041, hereinafter Multer). 

5. With respect to claims 1,8, 16, 17, and 20, Ring discloses an apparatus for automatically 
populating an interactive messaging contact list (column 3, lines 36-59), the apparatus 
comprising: 

a retrieval module configured to retrieve contact information corresponding to online 
users from a plurality of contact sources associated with a user including at least one electronic 
address book (column 19, lines 4-10); and 

a messaging server (column 9, lines 35-42) 
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an insertion module configured to add the validated contact information to an interactive 
messaging contact list (column 19, lines 4-10); and 

wherein at least a portion of the retrieval module, validation module, and the insertion 
module comprise at least one of logic hardware elements and executable code, the executable 
code stored on one or more computer readable media (column 7, lines 34-41). 

But, Ring does not disclose local contact sources, interactive prompting of the user, or 
checking for user validation. 

However, Caughy discloses a validation module configured to verify which of the online 
users are valid users (paragraph [0049], lines 10-13, user appears in the new contacts address 
book) of an interactive messaging service (paragraph [0048], lines 3-8, electronic messaging 
application 17a), to interactively prompt the user during a single online session to accept or 
reject contact information for each valid user (paragraph [0045], lines 1-2), and to provide 
validated contact information (paragraph [0049], lines \0-\9, predetermined set of contact 
information), the validated contact information comprising the contact information for the online 
users who are valid users and are accepted by the user (paragraph [0049], lines 10-19, 
predetermined set of contact information); 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Ring with the teachings of Caughy. The motivation to combine being, 
to increase the accuracy and efficiency of the apparatus by allowing the user to check the 
conflicting data with the records of a database with authorized users. 

And Multer discloses a plurality of contact sources residing on a user's computer 
(column 11, lines 21-27); 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Ring and Caughy with the teachings of Multer. The motivation to 
combine being, to increase the accuracy and efficiency of the apparatus by allowing the user to 
check the conflicting data on the local computer. 

6. With respect to claim 3, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
apparatus of claim 1, wherein the known address book format is selected from the group 
consisting of a Lotus Notes format, an Eudora Mail format, and a Microsoft Outlook format 
(column 8, lines 1-6). 

7. With respect to claim 4, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
apparatus of claim 1, wherein the retrieval module is fiirther configured to extract contact 
information by parsing an email address retrieved from the plurality of contact sources (column 
15, lines 37-53). 

8. With respect to claim 5, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 

apparatus of claim 1, wherein the retrieval module is further configured to extract contact 
information by parsing a first and last name retrieved from the plurality of contact sources 
(column 15, lines 37-53). 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,347 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2457 

9. With respect to claim 6, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
apparatus of claim 1, wherein the validation module is further configured to prompt a user to 
resolve conflicts in contact information (column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, lines 1-2). 

10. With respect to claim 10, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 15, wherein the known address book format is selected from the group 
consisting of a Lotus Notes format, an Eudora Mail format, and a Microsoft Outlook format 
(column 8, lines 1-6). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 1 1 , the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 14, fiirther comprising parsing the contact information (column 15, lines 37-53). 

12. With respect to claim 12, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 1 1 , wherein parsing the contact information comprises resolving a first and last 
name (column 15, lines 37-53). 

13. With respect to claim 13, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 8, further comprising prompting a user to resolve conflicts in the contact 
information (column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, lines 1-2). 
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14. With respect to claim 14, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 13, further comprising enabling a user to selectively insert contacts into the 
interactive messaging contact list (column 8, lines 1-17). 

15. With respect to claim 15, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
method of claim 12, further comprising generating a confirmation request for an inserted contact 
(column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, lines 1-2). 

16. With respect to claim 18, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
system of claim 17, wherein the client computer is further configured to prompt a user to resolve 
conflicts in contact information (column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, lines 1-2). 

17. With respect to claim 21, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
computer readable storage medium of claim 20, wherein the method further comprises 
prompting a user to resolve conflicts in contact information (column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, 
lines 1-2). 

18. With respect to claim 23, the combination of Ring, Caughy and Multer discloses the 
computer readable storage medium of claim 20, wherein the method further comprises 
generating a confirmation request for an inserted contact (column 19, lines 61-67; column 20, 
lines 1-2). 
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Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10-18, 20, 21, and 23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BLAKE RUBIN whose telephone number is (571) 270-3802. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-R: 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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